
LAPD/Shadow Hills Equestrian Task Force Deemed a Success 
By Cindy Bloom, SHPOA Board 

 
THANK YOU TO EQUESTRIANS AND LAPD! 
 
On Wednesday, July 24th, SHPOA and several of our spirited equestrians partnered with 
LAPD in a task force with the goal of writing citations for motorists who failed to 
following traffic laws, with a special emphasis on those failing to yield to horses and 
their riders.  This task force of 5 LAPD police officers was the brainchild of and led by our 
own traffic lead Officer Joel Flores.  He came up with this idea after the tragic death of 
Dakota, a much-loved horse.  Dakota’s rider, a seasoned equestrian, sustained serious 
injuries due to a reckless Shadow Hills driver a couple of months ago.  
 
We met at 7:30 am and equestrians rode a couple of routes known for speeders.  
 
In 2 hours, 30 citations were written:  18 speeding; 4 stop sign; 3 warnings; 5 crosswalk. 
 
Officer Flores confirmed that this task force will now become a regular part of our traffic 
enforcement, and other communities have expressed interest in having their own LAPD 
Equestrian Task Force.   
 
So reckless drivers, beware!  LAPD and Shadow Hills will not tolerate reckless driving in 
our neighborhood.  While LAPD is frequently patrolling, you will not know when our task 
force will be out and about—ticket book in hand!   
 
Thank you to equestrians and LAPD! 



 



n approximately 2 hours, 30 citations were written: 18-speed, 4-
stop sign, 3 warnings, 5-crosswalk violations.  The fact that so 
many citations were written in only 2 hours underscores the fact 
that our area is populated with drivers who fail to obey traffic 
laws—and this ongoing failure to obey traffic laws, sadly, has 
led to numerous fatalities of both humans and animals. 
 
Although this was a single event (which will probably become 
recurring but unannounced for obvious reasons), LAPD will 
continue to patrol our community and if you fail to obey the 
traffic laws, you WILL pay.  Citations are not cheap and traffic 
school has its limits so it can impact your insurance rates, too. 
 
Bottomline:  Bad Driving = $$$  
 
Cindy Bloom 
President, Shadow Hills Property Owners Association 
###	


