
DON’T GET BURNED!
Wildfire Preparation in Horse Country

General Meeting July 14, 2020



➢Statistics

➢Fuel driven versus Wind Driven

➢Bush Clearance v. Ember Awareness/Prevention

➢ I have to evacuate!

➢After the fire, now what?

➢Resources





Combined CalFire
& USFS 2020 saw
1,500 more fires
than the 5-year
average but burned
22,000 less acres.
This is due to the
fact that the
Thomas Fire, the
2nd largest in the
state’s history, is
included in the 5-
year average.



Fire Suppression Costs
CalFire and Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

La Tuna Cyn & 
Creek Fires



❖ Advances due to abundance of fuel not wind

❖ Surface fires: burn only surface litter and duff. Easiest to put out and 
cause the least damage to the forest.

❖ Ground fires: (sometimes called underground or subsurface fires) 
occur in deep accumulations of humus, peat and similar dead 
vegetation that become dry enough to burn.

❖ Flashy fuels: If there are flashy fuels below, expect spot fires with a 
sudden ignition and a rapid rate of spread.

❖ Low dead fuel moisture: Expect greater fire intensity.

❖ Low live fuel moisture: Contributes to faster spread and greater 
intensity.

❖ Shrub and timber fuels: These fuels below your position may create 
extreme fire intensity.

FUEL DRIVEN FIRES



La Tuna Canyon Fire – September 1-9, 2017 – Fuel Driven
7194 acres, 5 homes lost, largest fire in LA City History

Started at 1:30 pm Sept. 1. Took 2 days to travel 2 
miles to reach Shadow Hills

Brush heavily contributed to its fury



WIND DRIVEN FIRES (not just wildfires)

Santa Ana winds 
typically are 40 
mph with gusts 
up to 100 mph 
through canyons



Creek Fire – Dec. 5, 2017 – Jan. 9, 2018 - Wind Driven
15,619 acres, 123 structures/60 homes, 115,000 

evacuated

Started at 4 am in Kagel Cyn.  Within 7 hours 
(compared to 2 days for LTC fire), it traveled 15 miles to 
Shadow Hills.   This is right before it jumped the 210     

Nightime shot—every ”dot” is a flying ember



Brush Clearance
❖ From the perspective of looking inward to your 

property

Ember Awareness
❖ From the perspective of looking outward from 

your property

BRUSH CLEARANCE V. EMBER 
AWARENESS/PREVENTION

”Defensible Space”



Brush Clearance/Vegetation Management – A Year 
Round Responsibility

❖ Grass: Within 200 ft of structures and/or 10 ft of 
roadside, trim to 3” or less

❖ Trees taller than 18’: Foliage/branches trimmed below 
6’ feet from ground

❖ Roofs/Gutters: Remove accumulation of leaves, 
needles, twigs or other combustible matter





NEW ORDINANCE FOR CITY OF LOS ANGELES
Highlights:

❖ Use of metal cutting blades for grass or brush clearance shall be 
limited to those which are non-ferrous/non-sparking.

❖ Brush clearance cannot be done on red flag days

❖ Individuals engaged in brush clearance operations shall not engage in 
any other activities during their actual clearance of grass or brush.

❖ An approved fire extinguisher, or a pressurized garden hose with 
attached nozzle shall be within 10 feet of any grass or brush clearance 
operation, to quickly extinguish a small fire before it burns out of 
control.

❖ A cell phone capable of dialing 9-1-1 shall be charged and readily 
accessible to the grass or brush clearance operation.



EMBER AWARENESS
❖Embers are small, glowing piece of superheated wood, 

coal or other material that remains after (or sometimes 
precedes) a fire.
❖Embers can glow as hot as the fire from which they 

arise, and are light enough to be carried by the wind for 
long distances (1 mile) without being extinguished.
❖They’re the primary reason properties go up in flames 

whenever a wildfire is nearby.
❖Turns a wildfire into an urban fire
❖Goal is to remove anything near or on your house that 

would act as kindling



EMBER AWARENESS



EMBER AWARENESS
Only a few trees burned

Wildfire turned into an urban fire due to EMBERS



Covered eaves with vents 
helps prevent the ladder 
effect of fires





EMBER AWARENESS

A wooden house, a pile of small pine needles, and embers



Was all it took to destroy this home



THREE ZONES – LOOK AT YOUR HOUSE FROM THE TOP DOWN

❖Chimney to eave zone: “Leaf litter” can blow to the wooden part of the house. Clean out 
the gutters (there are some good gutter covers available); remove birds’ nests once the 
birds vacate.

❖Eaves to foundation: Gables & vents can allow embers to enter the house and burn from 
the inside out. Use 1/8” mesh instead of the standard ¼” mesh on vents. Leaf litter 
collects around the bases of plants, near windows/doors, under and in-between deck 
planks. Look what is under your eaves and see what will ignite. Heat rises and the ladder 
effect will eventually cause your eaves to catch fire.

❖Foundation to landscape. Do NOT use bark mulch near your house (it smolders under the 
gravel and burns for days). Do not allow your decks to collect clutter and leaf litter either 
on top or under. Remove straw doormats. On red flag days, bring in cushions & doormats. 
Do you have wooden fences attached or within 5’ of your house? If so, create a “fence” 
break by installing a metal gate.



NOW, LOOK OUT FROM YOUR HOUSE

❖The most important zone to keep clear of debris is the first 
5’ and then the next 30’.

❖The Camp Fire did not spread directly from the forest; it 
spread due to wind-driven embers igniting house after 
house and turned a wildfire into an urban fire.

❖Ignited railroad ties, like bark mulch, are very difficult to 
extinguish due to the creosote embedded in the cracks.

❖DO NOT USE MULCH CLOSE TO YOUR HOUSE
❖[play video]



DOES BRUSH CLEARANCE AND EMBER 
PREVENTION WORK?

THIS WAS THE ONLY HOUSE TO SURVIVE UNTOUCHED IN 
THE WOOSELY FIRE THAT RAVAGED MALIBU

It has robust brush clearance and is clear of debris that 
would act as kindling.



I HAVE TO EVACUATE! READY, SET, GO
THINK AHEAD    THINK AHEAD   THINK AHEAD

READY – DO THIS NOW

Inside the House
❖Take photos or a video of your possessions. Put into a safe 

place.
❖Send the digital file to your insurance company for 

safekeeping
❖Put a list of valuable items that you’d take and put on 

fridge door
❖If you don’t think you’ll have time to grab your valuable 

papers, simply keep them in the freezer



I HAVE TO EVACUATE! READY, SET, GO
THINK AHEAD    THINK AHEAD   THINK AHEAD

SET - Before you leave
Inside the House
❖Shut all windows and doors, leaving them unlocked.
❖Remove flammable window shades, curtains and close metal 

shutters.
❖Move flammable furniture to the center of the room, away from 

windows and doors.
❖Shut off gas at the meter; turn off pilot lights.
❖Leave your lights on so firefighters can see your house under smoky 

conditions.
❖Shut off the air conditioning.



READY, SET, GO (cont’d)

Outside
❖Gather up flammable items from the exterior of the house and bring them inside 

(patio furniture, children’s toys, door mats, trash cans, etc.) or place them in your 
pool.

❖Turn off propane tanks.
❖Move propane BBQ appliances away from structures.
❖Connect garden hoses to outside water valves or spigots for use by firefighters. Fill 

water buckets and place them around the house.
❖Don’t leave sprinklers on or water running, they can affect critical water pressure.
❖Leave exterior lights on so your home is visible to firefighters in the smoke or 

darkness of night.



READY, SET, GO (cont’d)

Outside
❖Put your Emergency Supply Kit in your vehicle.
❖Have your vehicle facing nose out, loaded and all doors and windows closed. 

Carry your car keys with you.
❖Have a ladder available and place it at the corner of the house for firefighters 

to quickly access your roof.
❖Seal attic and ground vents with pre-cut plywood or commercial seals.
❖Patrol your property and monitor the fire situation. Don’t wait for an 

evacuation order if you feel threatened.
❖Check on neighbors and make sure they are preparing to leave.



READY, SET, GO (cont’d)

POWER OUTAGE PREP
❖Learn how to manually open your automatic garage doors or gates— important!
❖Be familiar with your home’s utility boxes (electricity, water and gas).
❖Keep shoes near your bed in case you need to evacuate during the night.
❖Build a supply kit - First aid, prescription medications, water, a battery-operated 

radio, flashlights and batteries, coolers or ice chests, and external rechargeable 
battery packs for your cellphones and include an extra charging cable, non-perishable 
food and a manual can-opener

❖Always keep the gas tank at least half full in your vehicles.
❖Don’t forget your pets! Have an action plan ready for them, too, and know how they 

will be cared for.

https://www.sce.com/wps/portal/home/outage-center/preparing-for-outages/!ut/p/b1/nVFNU4MwEP0reuiRyYbPcIxaIYyDZUAsuTBpTCtqA7Xxo_9e6DDe2lr3tG_m7e57-xBHc8S1-GxWwjStFm8D5n6dsBuKI9dmxCmugeJZYdtThuPU6wlVT4ADRWE_j0lEY5YDI3dlAOwqyrNyVkIcYvSIOOJSm848o2orVS1bbZQ2tdITGPsJtB9GrNSF7IF6_4Wm6bbDeCebJ1QFGBPi-tIicmlbLnjCCpUvLOJLFy88n4SeGuUe0XPC7l5uTwkjmMbJPbCoyBxgTgZpTqkD4I-EIx-peg3BwSO3NsrPNHViIT57YfKH1JuXzYbTPrsho2-D5v8Jr1s_rImzs16XaWqJBdl90csfSzRnXA!!/dl4/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/#accordionGrp1-1-hash/accordionGrp1-2-hash


READY, SET, GO  (cont’d)

❖If you have a power generator, be sure you know the safety guidelines of your 
model, including where to connect it, which electrical cords to use, and what the 
electrical load rating is. An improperly installed generator can electrocute you or an 
electric utility worker.

❖Keep your cellphone charged.
❖Keep a supply of bottled water.

Evacuation: What to Take and Do
❖Review your Evacuation Plan Checklist.
❖Ensure your Emergency Supply Kit is in your vehicle.
❖Cover-up to protect against heat and flying embers. Wear long pants, long sleeve 

shirt, heavy shoes/boots, cap, dry bandanna for face cover, goggles or glasses. 
100% cotton is preferable.

❖Locate your pets and take them with you.



READY, SET, GO  (cont’d)

GO! Get the Heck Out!
❖GO! Don’t wait for fire officials to officially tell you
❖Officials will determine the areas to be evacuated and escape 

routes to use depending upon the fire’s location, behavior, winds, 
terrain, etc.

❖Listen to your radio/TV for announcements
❖Check www.Mysafela.org for up-to-date info
❖You may be directed to temporary assembly areas to await 

transfer to a safe location.
❖Voluntary v. Mandatory = just go!

about:blank


Kelly Decker leading out horses by foot in Kagel 
Canyon

Horrific scene of a ranch were 50 horses were killed 
because they were locked into stalls

Evacuations in an Equestrian Area are Tough



READY, SET, GO  (FOR ANIMALS)
WILDLAND FIRE SAFETY FOR YOUR HORSES, LIVESTOCK AND PETS
Horses / Livestock
❖ Clear defensible space around your barns, pastures and property just as you do your home.
❖ Plan ahead, know where you would evacuate the animals. Contact your equestrian centers, friends etc. 

about their policies and ability to take livestock temporarily in an emergency. Have several evacuation 
routes in mind. If you don’t have your own truck and trailer, make arrangements with local companies 
or neighbors before disaster strikes. Make sure your neighbors have your contact numbers (Cell phone, 
work, home, etc.).

❖ For locations, have a Plan A, B, and C.  The farther away from the fire, the better.  Do they take dogs? 
Horses?

❖ Have vaccination/ medical records, registration papers (please register your horse) and photographs of 
your animals (proof of ownership) and your Disaster Preparedness Kit. 

❖ If you must leave your animals, leave them in a preselected, cleared area. Leave enough hay for 48 to 
72 hours. Do not rely on automatic watering systems. Power may be lost.

❖ Do not wait until the last minute to start evacuating!
❖ PRACTICE GETTING YOUR HORSE(S) IN AND OUT OF TRAILERS
❖ Best evacuation places are friends or private facilities as the public sites fill up (Hansen Dam and Pierce 

College are usual spots but cannot be guaranteed) – Vulcan Pit?



READY, SET, GO  (cont’d)

Horse / Livestock Disaster Preparedness Kit
❖Hay, feed and water for three days
❖Non-nylon leads and halters
❖First aid items
❖Wire cutters and a sharp knife
❖Hoof pick
❖Leg wraps
❖Shovel
❖Water buckets
❖Plastic trash barrel with a lid
❖Portable radio and extra batteries
❖Flashlights



READY, SET, GO  (cont’d)

PETS
❖Plan ahead. Know where you will take or leave your pets. In case you are not home 

when disaster strikes, arrange in advance for a neighbor to check on or transport 
your pets. Make sure your neighbors have your contact numbers (cell phone, work, 
home, etc.). In the event of evacuation pets may not be allowed inside human 
emergency shelters – have an alternate prearranged location to take your animals.

❖Make sure your pets are always wearing properly fitted collars with personal 
identification, rabies and license tags.

❖Each animal should have its own pet carrier. Birds, rodents and reptiles should be 
transported in cages. Cover cages with a light sheet or cloth to minimize their fear.

❖Store vaccination/medical records, veterinary contact information, proof of owner-
ship, a current photo, and a Disaster Preparedness Kit in one location.

❖Pet Disaster Preparedness Kit



READY, SET, GO  (cont’d)

Pets (cont’d)
❖Two week supply of food and water
❖Non-spill food and water bowls
❖Pet first-aid kit
❖Medications and dosing instructions
❖Car litter box and litter
❖Plastic bags for waste disposal
❖Paper towels
❖Disinfectants
❖Leashes/collars/harnesses
❖Blankets
❖Toys and treats
❖Newspaper



READY, SET, GO  (cont’d)

If You Must Leave Your Pet
❖Bring them indoors. Never leave pets chained outdoors!
❖Use a room with no windows and adequate ventilation, such 

as a utility room, garage, bathroom, or other area that can 
be easily cleaned. Do not tie pets up!

❖Leave only dry foods and fresh water in non-spill containers. 
If possible open a faucet to let water drip into a large 
container or partially fill a bathtub with water



AFTER THE FIRE – NOW WHAT?

❖Check with fire officials before attempting to 
return to your home.

❖Use caution when re-entering a burned area 
- flare ups can occur.

❖Check grounds for hot spots, smoldering 
stumps and vegetation. Keep a hose close by.

❖Check the roof and exterior areas for sparks 
and embers.

❖Check the attic and throughout the house for 
hidden burning, sparks and embers.

❖Continue to check for problem areas for 
several days.

❖Contact 911 if any danger is perceived.



RESOURCES

SIGN UP FOR ALERTS
Web:  www.NotifyLA.org or text your zip code to “888777”
Twitter:  City:  @LAFD; @LAPDFoothill County: @LASDHQ; @lacfd
Apps (not associated with govt.): Pulsepoint, Citizen

INFORMATION
www.MySafeLA.org
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/prevention/
https://www.lafd.org/safety/education/ready-set-go
https://www.firesafemarin.org/firewise
https://www.landcan.org/local-resources/north-topanga-canyon-fire-safe-
council/39292/
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Thank you! 
DON’T GET BURNED!

General Meeting July 14, 2020


